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MOST GRAGIONS,, 
"DECLARATION, 


Left. by him on hu Table At Hampton- 
Court, 11. Novemb. 1647. Oc. 


= = Iberty being that which in all 
E Yi F times hath been, bur eſpeci- 
29 ally now is che common 
| theame and deſire &f all men; 

\coniinoH \Reafon ſhew$/that Kiags lefſe 

- Began ſhould wr ria "1 5pnh And 

is: "I call God andthe world to witneſs, 

d ent 


1 what —_ haye mage i. 


(2) 
dious reſtraint : which fo long as I had 
any hopes that ehis{ort. of: my ſuffer; ing 
might conduge tothe peace of myKiog. 
doms, or the hindting- of-more effuſion 


'of blood, [did with br pl; y undergoe* "but 


nNovY finding by co0 certaine proofs; that 


this niy continued patience would nat 
onely turn to myper[onal ruine, but like- 

wiſe be of much more orejudice , then 
furtherance to-«the- publique g _. [ 
thought I was bound as well by Natu- 
rall, as Politicall obligations, to ſeek my 
{; afety,by retiring my ſelf, for ſome time, 
from the ublique view both of my 
friends 6s enemies: And [a peale to 
all indifterent men, to judge;. 5 have 
not juſt cauſe free my ſelfe- from the 


hands of thoſe, who change their princi- 


. ples with their condition : and who are. 


p, 
notaſhamed openly to intend the de- 


Atruction of the Nobility, a ting a- 


WES Negative Voice; an d with 
_ in: <a whom 


——=c—<— — —  _— —_ _— : 


=... 
whom, the Levellers doctrine, is rather 
countenanced. then, puniſhed : And as 
for their intentions to,.my. Perſon, their 
changing;&parting more ſtrict Guard s 
upon me/, with the diſcharging moſt of 
ithſe ſervants of mine, who fermerly 
they willingly admutted to wait upon 
me,does ſufficiently declare.Nor would 
| have this my retirement. miſ-interpre- 
ted ; for | ſhall earneſtly, and unceſſant- 
ly endeavour the ſctling of a ſafe. and 
well-grounded Peace, where eyer I am 
orſhall be ; and that (as much as may 
be) without the effuſion of more Chni- 
ſtian blood : for which how many times 
havell deſired, preſtto.be heard,and yet 
no eare given tome *5..And can any rea- 
ſonable man- think, that (according to 
the ordinary conrſe., of affaires) there 
caft be 4\fetled Peace without it ? Or that 


Sn ob 8 who refuſe to heare 
Lit anne King? Satgtos.) Moo fargh 


, 
” 
s 


farther aulde; that 0 2 what roncernes 
my felfe) unleſſe all other chiefe mterefls, 
have not onely a'\lieaving, but likewif: Juſt 
ſatufafion given" thts them, (to Wit, 'nþ1 
Presbyterians, Fndependents, Army, 'thife 
who have adhered to me, and even the; 
Seots) F Jay there cannot (F fpeak not of 
Miracles, it being in my opinion, a ſinful 
preſumption-,'in ſuch caſes, to expeft or tyuft 
to them) be'd co Wc; Peace,” ; 191 
 Nowas Fcannotdeny, bur thatmy 
 perſonall ſecurity isthe urgent cauſe of 
this wo retirement; ſo I take' God to 
witneſfle , that the -publike Peace is no 
lefſe before my eyes: and can find'no 
better way to'exprelle this my :profeſs1- 
on (I know not what a wiſer man may 
do) then by deſiring and urging that all 
. chief Intereſts may be heardjtsthe end 
each may have juſt ry" »\As 
for example; the Army: (for theireſt, 
chow lay yerl ſuppoleiafe nyt) 


(5) 
difficult to content) ought (in my judg- 
ment) to enjoy the liberty of their con- 
ſciences, have an Act.of Oblivion or 
Indempnity (which: ſhould extend to 
all the reſt of my Subjects) and that all 
thetrArreares ſhould. be ſpeedily. and 
duly paid ; which 1 will undertake"t9 
do, ſo] may be heard, and that] be not 
hindred from ufing ſuch lawfull and 
honeſt meanes as | {hall chuſe: To con- 
clude, let me be heard with Freedome, 
Honor and Safety, and I (hall inſtantly 
breake through this Cloud of Retire- 
ment, and ſhew my ſelfe really to be 
Pater Patriz. 


For the Speaker of the Lords pro 
tempore, to be communicated unto the_ 


Lords &* Commons in Parhament of Eng- 


land, at Weſtminſter, and to the ( ommiſ- * 


froners of the Parliament of Scotland ; and 


to altmy other Subjefts, of what Degree , 


Mg 


Condition, or Calling whatſoever. © © 
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A true Relation of His Majeſties private SHS 2os Harh pt one 


Court,cthe 1 1.of Novembet, i 5.of the/(lackyin the Afternoon, 


Novemnb: FA I 647. 

Ti morning Sir . oh Cook.and Maſter Crew,.two of the 

Commiſſioners, cam to the Houſe, and delivered rhe par- 
riculars. thus : Yeſterday inthe afternoone, His Majeſty (hut hithe 
ſelfe up in his Chamber, and commanded that no body ſhould 
£6hie to him ; When it grew 'dusk, he called fora 'Candixand 
afterwards for Snuffers;he came not out to Prayers,as he was ac 
fomed:wtich afrer ſome time,bred a miſtruſt: Then one of the 
Commiſſioners knocked at his Chamber door, & no anſiver be- 
ing made, went in, and found no body there, the back-door open, 
& His Majeſties Cloak [ying! iQ the midſt of the roome on the 
fluore,vvhich,for the preſent cauſed ſome fear,that ſomewhat had 
been attempted onHis Parſon; but boking farther, found Hang 
Letters upon the Table, written with His Ma jelties ownH 
which arened that he was well. The firſt was che Dea og of 
Remonſtrance, which you have heard before, 

The ſecond Letter was to my Lord Montague , and the reſt of 
the Commilſionerg,to give them thanks for their civilities to hig 
ſince his comming to Hampton-Court. ; 

The third, to Col: Whaley of thanks likewiſe for his civiltties, 
for he had that morning given charge to the Guards and others 
to have a care of His Majelty, having likewiſe had ſome intimati- 
on of an intended attempt that day upon His Majeſties Perſon. 

A fourth Letter was found uporHis Majcſtics Table; -ſubſcri- 
bed For His Majefly,without any name'to-it morethen tiyo Let- 
rers, In this Letter His Majelty, was carneltly beſeeched toretire 
to ſome place of privacy for a time, and Broad-/reet in 'Londoxs 
was propoſed asa place of ſecurity ; - for: that. the. Levellers, or 
ſome of that faction, had an intent ſpeedily ro murder His Maje- 
* Ip chat Maſter Perers had lacely exprefſed as 1 

ed the King ne more then a dead dog ers. © 

' The Commiſſioners corld make no probable conjedtare- as 


| ona Mzjalty Chould be gone; the Scotch, 
there the day opt were gone 
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London, and from thence are gone towards Scotland, Hereupon. 
the Houſe Ordered a Commutterz tf examine the whole buſines, © 
and the negieR of thoſe that guarded him ; and likewiſe ordered 
. a op cf all the Ports, 'a&R?74 tearch rg be- made in ſome parts of 
Londen for him. 
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'T Jis:day the Hlonle of Com: fate till 7. at night.'/Col: #haky | 
'' Þ wis galled into the Houſe,and.examined,he confeſſed h& had | 
received a Letter from Lieutenant Gen: Cromwell the day before, 
which he produced,and was read; to this effec; | 
Deare Co/WHALE Y,T here are rumors abroad. of ſome intended 
attempt.on Hu Majeſties Perſon, therefore I pray litte a care of your 
Guards ; for if any ſuch thing ſhaxld be done, it would be acconned a 
moſt horrid aft, &-c. Yours. 
*.* Col: Rainsborough was preſent in the' Houſe, and made fome: 
©" hot expreſſions againſt Cromwel and Tretor both, he ſuppoſed the 
King mighr fti]l be in ſome part of Hamptor-Conrt, (being a great 
houſe ) there to be ready to-a&t ſome great defigne, {they are his 
owne words.) - Thereupon the houſe was ordered to be ſtriftly.. 
ſea rehed.. We 
Col:Rainsboroxgh alſo told the Houſe what danger there might; 
he in theRendevoyz's,there being no money ready to pay the Sol- 
dicrs : whereupon the Houſe had debate, about deferring thereof, 
but could not, in regard the ſoldiefs were upqn their march. | 
Afrerwards the Honfe voted it high Treaſon, and lofle of life 
and eftate, for any perſon't&harboar His Majelty : but in this the 
Houſe was divided,s o. Members-who -were for the Negative ftaid 
within, and 70.for-the Aſrinative went forth. 
. - Ordered likewiſe that the Ezof A orthumierland have acare of 
_ the Duke ot 7ok,, Iſt he be, copreyed away t00.. 


\% q 
T9 cenckhide, the Houle at their riſmg'on Saterday night late 4 

had no information where His Maxeſty was,but many did belgever® 4 

he wonl&#pptare at the Rendeyouz , which holds on he | 
Tubvdayjand Wedneſday next 
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